we have seen the federal evaluation function centralized into a single agency-wide unit and then gradually decentralized to some degree.     The creation of the Education Department may be quickening  the pace of change that characterizes this process.    Given these circumstances,  it is essential that the direction and character of federal education evaluations  be informed by expert, dispassionate analysis of possible methods for increasing the utility of federal evaluations as a tool for improving education.
NOTES
1   A second important exception was the policy research activities carried out by the Education Policy Research Centers.    At the  reconunendation of Evans  in 1972,  those ceners   (three  in number at  that time)   were moved from the OE evaluation office -to the newly created Office of the Assistant Secretary for Education in order to support that office's activities in education policy development.
1  A similarly difficult issue has been the utilization of evaluation findings.    This  issue  is addressed  in Boruch and Cordray  (1980)   and in the report of the Committee.
3   Such studies were also undertaken in a number of other program areas at the  instigation of Joseph Wholey, ASPE Deputy Assistant Secretary, who had developed  the notion of exploring the  "evaluability" of a program before full evaluations were done.
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